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Help the environment  
Reader Input  

A lot of people think that the water that goes down our storm drains will go to a water treatment plant to be cleaned. Not true!  

We have two separate systems. The water that we put in the storm drain will go directly into creeks and could hurt our wildlife. 
However, our household water will go to a water treatment plant to be cleaned before it’s put back into the river. That’s why we 
should be careful of what we wash down our storm drains.  

There are several ways we can help. We can use gravel bags around storm drains so it will block leaves and debris from going in. We 
can wash our cars on the grass, and use biodegradable soap. We can keep from over watering our yards, and washing off the fertilize
and other chemicals we put on our yards. We can keep litter from going down the drain. We could help the environment.  

Collin Buchanan-Carter, fifth grade, Rocklin 

Keywords  
letter to the editor, reader input, drain  

Comments  

On 6/25/10 at 09:21 AM, nherron258 wrote:  

Well said, Collin! I'm not sure if you learned this in school or at an event like World Ocean Day, but I'm glad you took the 
time to share it. Many adults aren't aware of this, so it's great that you're helping to get the message out there. Keep up 
the good work!  

Nanette Herron  

Public Works Technician  

City of Rocklin  

Report inappropriate comments  

On 6/25/10 at 10:48 AM, stormwaterlover wrote:  

Collin, we could not have said it better ourselves! Thank you for helping get the word out that stormwater and urban 
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runoff flow untreated into the City's creeks and open space areas.  

As you may know, another way that Rocklin residents can help is to Adopt-an-Inlet to monitor and maintain (sweep up 
leaves and debris in the gutter) a storm drain inlet on their street. More information is available on the City's Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention webpage at: http://www.rocklin.ca.us/government/works/pollution/default.asp.  

Collin, thanks for leading the way as a Stormwater Watcher!!  

Dara Dungworth  

Stormwater Coordinator  

City of Rocklin  

Report inappropriate comments  

On 6/25/10 at 11:57 AM, 1ecogal wrote:  

Thank you so much Collin!!!! You obviously care about your community, wildlife and the ocean. As you know, stormwater is 
never treated and eventually flows to the ocean. That is why it is imperative that we protect stormwater inlets, never dump 
chemicals, fertilizers, oil or trash into gutters...as all of it eventually ends up in the ocean where it makes a toxic soup, 
develops into dead zones ,making ocean creatures and even humans sick when they come into contact with it. What we do 
here affects everyone down stream. By all of us being conscious of our behaviors and becoming environmental stewards we 
can have a great impact on the health of our community, its green areas and wildlife and all other communities on the way 
to the ocean.  

If you haven't done so already, please visit the STAR ECO Station in Rocklin to learn more about stormwater pollution by 
touring our facility and going through our interactive Storm Drain Exhibit. Its pretty cool. Again Collin, thank you for 
educating the community on stormwater quality and environmental protection. Its kids like you that are gonna ROCK THE 
WORLD into an awesome planet!  

Kimberly Borum  

STAR ECO STATION Environmental Children's Museum & Exotic Wildlife Rescue Facility  

Report inappropriate comments  
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Keep storm drains clean  
Reader Input  

Please don’t throw anything down our storm drains. It pollutes our fish, we will have bad water and it pollutes our planet. I went to a 
tree house and looked down and saw so much trash and I thought, “OMG! That’s a lot of trash” and it was in a wetland! So don’t 
throw trash down the storm drains.  

Garrett Mudd, fifth grade, Rocklin 

Keywords  
reader input, storm drains, letter to the editor  

Comments  

Post a comment  
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On 7/1/10 at 01:46 PM, stormwaterlover wrote:  

Garrett, we could not have said it better ourselves! Thank you for helping get the word out that stormwater and urban 
runoff, including garbage, flow untreated into the City's creeks and open space areas.  

As you may know, Rocklin residents can Adopt-an-Inlet to monitor and maintain (sweep up leaves and debris in the 
gutter) a storm drain inlet on their street. More information is available on the City's Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
webpage at: http://www.rocklin.ca.us/government/works/pollution/default.asp.  

Also, Community Service Day will be October 23 and Rocklin residents, including kids, can volunteer to help pick up 
trash and plant trees to help keep our open space areas healthy. Check out the City website in August for more 
information. (www.Rocklin.ca.us)  

Garrett, thanks for leading the way as a Stormwater Watcher!!  

Dara Dungworth  

Sto m ate  Coo dinato   

1 comment on this item  Remove scrollbar
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Watch what goes in drain  
Reader Input  

I think all people should watch what they put or wash down the storm drain. Sometimes bad things go down the drain such as zinc 
and other heavy metals, harmful chemicals, gas, oil, and garbage. All of that stuff goes directly to the watershed and wetlands.  

When it goes down the drain it just goes to the ocean. The poisons will get into our food chain. A fish will eat the toxins in it, and then
a bird will eat the fish and the bird’s eggs won’t be as strong to provide for the baby bird so then it will die.  

Some people will wash their car on the driveway and that’s not OK because the soap will go to the ocean and harm all of the animals. 
People usually wash the barbecue grill on the drain and with harsh chemicals. You should wash your car at a car wash, and wash your
grill on the grass. Another thing you can do is go online and adopt a drain to help keep it clean.  

If we take care of our eco system then other people will too. Please be careful what you put down your storm drain.  

Lauren Tracey, fifth grade, Rocklin 

Keywords  
reader input, letter to the editor, storm drain  

Comments  
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Post a comment  

  

  

On 7/1/10 at 01:40 PM, stormwaterlover wrote:  

Lauren, we could not have said it better ourselves! Grill cleaning and car washing are especially popular this time of 
year. Your tips are right on the money! Thank you for helping get the word out that stormwater and urban runoff flow 
untreated into the City's creeks and open space areas.  

As you mentioned, Rocklin residents can Adopt-an-Inlet to monitor and maintain (sweep up leaves and debris in the 
gutter) a storm drain inlet on their street. More information is available on the City's Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
webpage at: http://www.rocklin.ca.us/government/works/pollution/default.asp.  

Lauren, thanks for leading the way as a Stormwater Watcher!!  

Dara Dungworth  

Stormwater Coordinator  

City of Rocklin  

1 comment on this item  Remove scrollbar
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