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Letter 

10 
Response 

 

Arlan and Janette Cokeley 
1/19/08 

 

10-1 The impacts of the Rocklin 60 project as they relate to the Rocklin Crossings project were included in the 
Draft EIR, where appropriate. For example, in the noise analysis (Section 4.4, Noise, of the Draft EIR), 
the noise effects on future residents within the Rocklin 60 project were specifically identified. In addition, 
a detailed discussion of the cumulative development impacts associated with the Rocklin 60 project and 
other proposed projects within the region is provided in Section 6, Cumulative and Growth Inducing 
Impacts, of the Draft EIR.  

10-2 The Rocklin Crossings project provides a pedestrian/emergency access to the proposed Buttonbush Lane 
in the Rocklin 60 residential project. The Rocklin Crossings project does not have a direct 
pedestrian/emergency or vehicular access to Dias Lane. As such, the project would not generate 
additional vehicular traffic on Dias Lane. Therefore, the project should not affect maintenance of Dias 
Lane. 

10-3 For a discussion of the current status of special-status fish and benthic macroinvertebrates (BMIs) in 
Secret Ravine Creek and the project’s effect on their habitat and water quality in Secret Ravine Creek, see 
Master Response regarding Secret Ravine Creek and the technical memorandum on Secret Ravine Creek 
prepared by ECORP (Appendix A). 

10-4 The approach taken with respect to mitigating wetlands impacts is consistent with City wetland protection 
policies and is indeed very common, especially for properties for which existing general plan and zoning 
designations contemplate relatively intense land uses. The project applicant proposes to compensate for 
wetland removal through the purchase of appropriate wetland credits (i.e., 0.426 acre of seasonal 
wetlands) from an agency-approved mitigation bank or through a contribution to an In-lieu Fee Fund. The 
resource agencies typically require that the mitigation bank be located within the same region as the 
wetlands being removed in order to maintain the region’s biological resource diversity.  

10-5 The commenter’s concerns regarding the loss of biological resources are noted. The commenter is 
referred to Section 4.12, Biological Resources, of the Draft EIR for a discussion of mitigation measures 
for the project’s significant biological resource impacts. While the implementation of the proposed project 
would result in the removal of common plant and wildlife species, these effects would not substantially 
reduce the habitat of any common species, cause a species to drop below self-sustaining levels, or 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community. Annual grassland is considered a common community 
both locally and regionally. Moreover, mobile wildlife currently using the project site, such as those 
species mentioned by the commenter, could potentially move into adjacent rural residential and 
undeveloped areas. Therefore, the project’s impact on common plant and wildlife species is considered 
less than significant.  

The Draft EIR also concluded that with implementation of the identified mitigation measures, the 
majority of the project’s biological resource impacts (including impacts to wetlands, native oak and 
heritage trees, valley elderberry longhorn beetle habitat, raptors and migratory birds, and Chinook salmon 
and steelhead trout habitat) would be reduced to less-than-significant levels. In addition, impacts to other 
biological resources (including special-status plant species, California re-legged frog habitat, western 
pond turtle habitat, and burrowing owl habitat) would be less than significant without mitigation. In the 
short-term, the project would result in significant and unavoidable impacts associated with the loss of oak 
trees. However, in the long-term, the trees removed with site development would be replaced at a 
minimum of a 2:1 ratio and/or the project applicant would be required to contribute to the City of 
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Rocklin’s Oak Tree Preservation Fund, consistent with the City’s Oak Tree Preservation Ordinance. The 
commenter is referred to Response to Comment 9-4 for more information regarding the City’s Oak Tree 
Preservation Ordinance and its applicability to the proposed project. In addition, because the General Plan 
EIR for the City of Rocklin identifies the impacts on biological resources due to cumulative development 
within the City and western Placer County as significant and unavoidable, and because the proposed 
project would contribute to this change, the EIR concluded that on a cumulative basis, the project would 
result in a cumulatively considerable contribution to the significant and unavoidable loss of biological 
resources associated with long-term planned growth within the City.  

10-6 As a component of the cultural resource investigations, ECORP’s cultural resource specialists consulted 
with the NAHC concerning potential areas of Native American concern regarding the Rocklin Crossings 
project area. The NAHC conducted a search of the Sacred Lands File and provided a list of appropriate 
regional Native American tribal contacts and individuals with a potential interest in the project. Contact 
letters were mailed to the NAHC-suggested contacts and they were provided with an opportunity to 
comment on the proposed project and contribute information on cultural resources or areas of concern 
potentially located within and in the vicinity of the project area. No responses were received. However, 
the United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria did provide written comments on the 
Draft EIR. These comments are included within this Final EIR under the category of regional and local 
agencies.  

10-7 The EIR analyzes an alternative similar to that suggested by the commenter, the Reduced Size 
Alternative. This alternative is discussed in detail commencing on page 7-4 of the Draft EIR, and includes 
a 50% reduction in the project’s proposed square footage and the elimination of one of the two primary 
tenants. This alternative would also allow sensitive resource areas to be preserved (i.e., oak trees and 
wetlands). At the time of action on the project, the feasibility of this alternative and the other alternatives 
presented in the EIR will ultimately be determined by the lead agency’s decision-making body, here the 
Rocklin City Council. (See Pub. Resources Code, Section 21081, subd. (a)(3).) The determination of the 
feasibility of an alternative may be made based on a “reasonable balancing of the relevant economic, 
environmental, social, and technological factors.” (City of Del Mar v. City of San Diego (1982) 133 
Cal.App.3d 401, 417; see also Sequoyah Hills Homeowners Assn. v. City of Oakland (1993) 23 
Cal.App.4th 704, 714-716 (court upholds findings rejecting alternatives for not fully satisfying project 
objectives).)  
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